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has a chance of living. The mere fact that a people has a certain
degree of civilization or has produced great men is not enough.
The decisive criterion is whether there is sufficient solidarity
among them, whether the idea of a duty to sacrifice particular
interests to the national has become dominant in the people.
TBe modern idea of a nation implies the duty of unlimited
solidarity, of unconditional loyalty overriding sectional and in-
dividual interests. Religion, morality and international law, of
course, demand that the policy of a nation should keep within
certain bounds and that loyalty to the nation should not transgress
them. Democracy, moreover, puts the power of deciding what
the national interest is into the hands of a majority of nationals.
In practical politics the ideal of unlimited solidarity can never be
fully realized, but this applies to all political ideals, including
democracy.
(d) Nationality and Civilization
It is a very popular view that each modern nation has grown
out of a common civilization and that the foundation of unitary
national states fulfilled the longing of small peoples for unity
created by their cultural community. The word Civilization
however, has various senses. On the one hand, it is used for
any community of traditions, interests and ideals, however
primitive, and on the other it means only an advanced phase of
cultural development. In the first sense one speaks of the
civilization of the Stone Age, while in the second it is declared
that only a civilized people may claim to be a nation. Some-
times the term is also used in a still more restricted sense referring
merely to the higher spiritual achievements such as literature or
art. Now it is clear that great diversities in language and tradi-
tions hamper political unification, though this factor was of less
importance before the rise of the principle of nationality in the
nineteenth century. It is also true that the development of
national consciousness presupposes a certain level of civilization,
the diffusion, of schools,, a literature, an interest in the past and
the future, the existence of an intelligentsia. Nevertheless, a
community of civilization and its high development alone are not
able to bring about the political fusion of different peoples into
one nation. First of all: not every type of civilization seems to
lead to the formation of nations in the modern sense. Modern
nationality primarily developed on the soil of Western Christ-
ianity and then spread farther and farther to the East. India,
China and the Islamic peoples brought forth great and com-